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called "1 Sadirat, owned by ‘Mohanmed Surrur (now Denuty 
Finence T'inister). At the commencement of the present 
war this comnany elso ceased purchusing. Their former 
arent, an American citizen by the nane of A. fi. Lisuder 
hes been a hide and skin exnorter in Aden for over twenty 
vears. Klauder hes recent? vy shown buborast in reopen te 
trie merket here. 


Mn until the nresent war an avernere of 1500 bdnles 
° - dl 
of skins were exnorted peach vanrs CP This miuount OO%e 


went to Cerneny end 40% to Britain. “he United States 
bourht ean aversre of only 1% or 2 “Axim: of 20 belles a 
yenr. The firn of IBC controlled 70% o* tie exports and 
tne rest was free and nrobrhlr a noorer quality. 


Sheep skin bales avern-re 10 dover suins sand eroat 
Skin bales ?0 dozen. “he rresent loenl »~rice of both 
verieties of skins is three quarters oF a rived eee). 
“AEH @ Jarrer deewad f+ 1s the vriee nev 
rival or ove and & Quer frmls each. (larket  uotation, 
“Yecerber lOth, Par tiie rovas two and a half riveis.} 


Pise ta oe 
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In Jiida alone about seventy Tive forts «id two 
hunired and tywenty Tive Seen es sleurhtered enol: dex, 
or over 109,000 ie Ge 60 oe whe erie so ears ie 
vilprimare in l"ecea, it is ect lated that L00,COO sheep 
end roets are slaurhtered during the rrent lever A” sgrorjy- 
fice. Unly 50% of che sins ere recovured OH DiS ueyv 
and not more than 25% sre in fit conittion for export. 
™e skinning is done by tie liunielpality o* lecen on the 
Jay of sacrifice and then auctioned off to the Jdenlers. 
it if TRterestin= th Fniow Chat not. men of the tmAt ie 
wested, for tre.i00r are “Litwed 00 Gerry mier as MOR 
as they wish. Lute crucl Gorevaas Gen be seen tie wext 
wy oErprringe off fe AxLwaed ¢: TGHSES, B2PoOre”d BO the 
proiling suri. 


Practically nll exsitn’s were shinvned to ..ol11e 14 
before the war. VAS LYS are eivend in barrels lined 
WIth G1othn end “s¢lred in BrAanes. atl averayed OF 250 barrels 


of 500 crsinrs each were exmorted per yerr, 
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Cne resson wiven by Gheilth latte ae. T9r110er 
exporter, Tor his »rese 6 cocina Y AVP mee hides 
So tre Vanited stnteas is oa G l1e leneyds ensil Fa dv iee 


and no amertern Pirns «re willine tra do bhusiuess on sveh 
terns. ‘iwotinge Ratterjee: Bg gp ape Lhe sade toe 
world over. IP you seni ti 2 Shine nt of Hides at An 
aerreel wrice, wi tverrs of sdpht imnaft, tiey wit? Le sure 
to Pisa) som PTavlt wth the skits woo ayriveal «vi wil 
refuse reyyent exeent it «e diseowit. “Thet a - to do then; 
sue tren’ So T -nmist accept « it s¢ornt.” 

There ere <«vere] irobletis eonfrouytim tue Ureade 2h 
sins * Wich ttunt be overco.ie belore Torelr 1 ierplers 4 rd 
the Saudi “Sovernmnent ean benePit Chesurh: wm Lare 8X Lart 
of skins. It, should not be DiTTicult to secure the 


ecoopreration 
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cooperation of the Saudi Arabiun Tovernment in any attempt 
to cure these nroblems, since the benefits which mirht be 
derived by developing such an important exportable commodity 
can easily be made cle#r. These problems, to mention the 
most important ones, involve the following: (1) pickling 
center:', (2) sheving, (3) ccuters for assgenblinr skins, 
(4) transportatt:: to the ted Sea port of Jidda. The 
basic problen witch -overns cuelity and value is (5) lack 
of the knowledre of exnert skinning. «4. large proportion 
of skins are ruined throurrh local irnoreance of prover 
methods. Tinally, (6) the natives must be trurht the 
method of nreserving skins to e suitatle condition for 
export, and (7) the most economical meens of packing and 
baling the skins. 


All these problems could be overcorie br uny trained 
expert sent here to instruct the natives at a few Jarre 
centers where there are sleurhterhouses. L:rre centers 
such as *"ecca end Medinea eouli not be visited bv non- 
Moslems, but slaurhnterers from these two cities could be 
brourht to «lidda far Lastruetion. 


If the Denartmenrt ts interested in an eluc:-tional 
proyram of definite comuercial value, both to Seudi urabia 
and to American business interests, a course of training 
in preserving and vackiny skins and hides would be ideal. 
It is thourht thet l'r. Llawuder, the anerican exporter 
mentioned above, might be available for such @ e»rurse. 

l'r. Flauder is known to heave suffered financinl reverses 
these last few years on account or tne unsettled political 
conditions in £thionia, and would nrobably be interested 
in a moderately financially attractive proposition. 

“his item of exvort. offers one of the best oprortun- 
ities to interested Americen Tiras “or dolnr a profitable 
business with Sauili Arabia. It also ovens «» field for 
tanneries and the nroduction of food lenther to be ex- 
norted or sold locelly. “Tood leather must ell be invorted 
at the sreseit tine for there ure no up-to-date tanneries 


hy S 72 eS 
st ee ‘ ‘4 @ 


wAwl? AMeblea, althourh # drv essary, is Precineittls 
suited ta the raisine of oats and sheen. cuttle are 
raised in all the oases, but sheep we rvl ronts seen to 
thrive on the berren hills, subsisting on tie desert 

erass sind onshes. 


The chief locel use for skins, besides the srinitive 
sandals worn bv J] the belouins and the rnoor ani ::iddle 
Class town dwellers, is t'1e water skin or “Kirhbi™. “his 
latter use for skins would vrobebdly rive way to pottery 
jars if sa better price for skins could be shown the 
natives. 


in conelusion, it should be pointed -°t that this 
skin industry is still 1n ean undeveloped stace, aweitingr 
the foresivht of sone enterprising concern tu *ske it in 


¥ 


nand 


hand and develop it on a large and profitable scale. 
Cooperation with the former local dealers in skins is 
essential to the success of this industry, men who have 
made fortunes in skins in the past and whose help would 
be valuable to any American firm interested in this in- 
dustry in the future. The help of the Governmuent would 
be necessary in opening the way for access to heretofore 
untouched areas and for encouraging the teaching of 
modern methods of preparing skins. 


There is no doubt the Saudi Arabian Government would 
be far more willing to assist an American firm in a large 
scale development of the hide and skin industry providing 
the cultural assistance went hand in hand with the economic 
incentive. This form of private economic development 
coupled with cultural assistance cannot but help to in- 
crease the present conception in this country of the high 
American standards employed in all its economic penetra- 
tion so far. 


Respectfully yours, 





Sar 
William A. Eddy 
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